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LOCATION 


Nestled in the beautiful Fox River 
Valley, majestically astride this 
meandering Illinois waterway, Elgin is 
just beyond the Chicagoland fringe. 
This superb location provides the 
relative tranquility of a small outlying 
city, free of massive urban congestion, 
while simultaneously placing the people 
of this area in close proximity to the 
nation’s second largest city. Just 40 
miles west of Chicago and its environs, 
Elgin is within easy driving or rail 
commuting distance. 


On the other hand, Elgin is an independ- 
ent, self-sustained city of about 65,000 
people serving as a major center for 
dozens of towns both in and out of the 
peaceful ‘‘Valley’’. It has unusual 
accessibility via road, rail, tollway, and 
air. 


WELCOME 


FROM THE ELGIN AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


For more than a half-century, the Elgin Area Chamber of Commerce 
has been a working companion to the community’s business, industry, 
and general population. Its goal is to build the finest community 
possible. Success toward reaching this objective can be measured 

in the prosperity and dynamism so evident in every facet of local 

life. This book is proudly presented as a graphic insight into a 
community that welcomes all. 


This brochure has been created by 
and produced for 


THE ELGIN AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


by 
PROFILE PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


P.O. Box 418, Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 
©1976 Profile Publications, Inc. 


Riding the ground swells of steady 
growth, Elgin is well described by two 
key words: energetic and enjoyable! The 
city and its immediate neighbors present 
a community that is both urban and 
rural, old and new, blue collar and 
white collar, bustling and quiet, always 
on the move but never out of control. 
Things get done, not with a flourish, but 
instead out of deliberation. A positive 
attitude prevails and an unseen energy 
can almost be felt. Yet the community is 
comfortable, holding steadfastly to its 
course, planning its destiny, and 
preparing for tomorrow. Above all else, 
life here is enjoyable! And why not? 
The Elgin area has a bit of something 
for everyone. 


With Elgin’s future closely entwined 
with the fortunes of its population, it is 
no wonder that residents are quick to 
respond to calls for involvement. It 
doesn’t take long to recognize a 
‘‘can-do”’ spirit that exists here. 
Examples reside in such major 
achievements as a huge riverfront civic 
center complex or the new downtown 
mall. 


Elgin offers certain life-style and 
economic advantages that are measured 
in many ways. Opportunities are evident 
for personal growth in many varied 
occupations. Business and industry is 
sufficiently diverse as to offer a 
far-ranging array of job categories. 
Educational opportunity is presented by 
two local colleges and nearby 
institutions of higher learning. Three of 
the finest hospitals in Illinois are located 
here as are clinics, senior citizen 
facilities, and convalescent homes. 


Hundreds of acres of park land provide 
residents with every kind of leisure 
activity from in-town golfing to visiting 
the zoo. More than 600 retail outlets 
make Elgin a major shopping center for 
many. Transportation is unexcelled and 
includes major highways, the Illinois 
Tollway (Interstate 90), a superb 
airport, city and intercity bus lines, and 
rail commuter service. 


All the finest assets for modern living 
are combined in the area’s homes, 
parks, churches, clubs, cultural centers, 
nearby forest preserves, a game refuge, 
public and private schools, and along 
scenic river banks. Complete fulfillment 
of a rich and meaningful family life can 
be attained here in an area far enough 
from major urban congestion but well 
within metropolitan access. Elgin itself 
is a city small enough to move around in 
with ease and enable neighbors to 
become friends. Yet it’s large enough to 
possess the comforts and luxuries of big 
city life on a modest scale. Physically 
and morally clean, the community 
might well be termed a microcosm of 
the good life in America. 
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BELOW: JUDSON COLLEGE SCENE 


UNTIL TODAY 


Recognizing the rare beauty of the lush 
Fox River Valley at the point known as 
Five Islands, Hezekiah Gifford 
terminated his westward trek early in 
1834, satisfied to have found here a 
perfect place to settle. Less than a year 
later, he induced his brother James to 
dispose of the family’s farm in Oneida, 
New York, and join him in the ‘‘New 
West’’. Together, in 1835, they gave 
their newly founded community the 
name of ‘‘Elgin’’, derived from a 
Scotch song bearing that title. The city 
was incorporated under a special charter 
from the State of Illinois in 1854. 


When George W. Kimball and his 
cousin Samuel arrived late in 1834, 

from New Hampshire, they began a 
short-lived farming career. Later, in 
1842, George Kimball established a 
small furniture and woodworking shop 
which ultimately became a pioneer Elgin 
industry, lasting for more than a 
century. Perhaps the greatest single spur 
to Elgin’s real industrial growth was the 
building of a mill race and dam in 1837 
which was followed closely by the 
erection of flour mills and sawmills. 


The once famous Elgin National Watch 
Co. was established in 1864 and just a 
few years later the Elgin Packing Co. 
came into being. With these firms as a 
nucleus for the city’s industry, a Board 
of Trade was created in 1872. 


Once located in the center of one of the 
world’s greatest dairy regions, Elgin 
grew rapidly as a hub for farm 
products, butter, and cheese during the 
years from 1860 to about 1910. In this 
period, a dairy industry was developed 
in which products included 
condensories, cream separators, silos, 
butter tubs, and malted milk. So high 
was the level of production that for 
many years prices on butter were 
established for the entire nation by the 
Elgin Board of Trade. 


While the city is still surrounded by 
agricultural lands, dairying and other 
farm production have given way to new 
land use patterns. However, from its 
beginning as a productive community, 
the Elgin area has become home for 


more than 120 industrial 
establishments. 


Situated near the heart of the world’s 
greatest industrial production area and 
center for distribution, the city has 
developed as a trading hub in its own 
right. Today a total population of 
nearly a quarter-million is served by 
commercial Elgin. During the past 
several decades, the city has enjoyed 
significant but orderly growth as an 
urban residential community, 
increasingly important as a focal point 
for general business and varied manu- 
facturing. 


In 1964, more than 25 acres of Elgin’s 
downtown area were cleared for 
construction of a massive new Civic 
Center complex including a Civic 
Auditorium, City Hall, Post Office, 
Library, District Court Building, and 
700 off-street parking spaces. More 
recently a spectacular new downtown 
mall has been constructed. Today’s 
Elgin has the look of newness and 
vitality at its central hub, in true 
reflection of its progressive spirit and 
supercharged energy. 


TO GET HERE 


No matter from what direction one 
arrives, the Elgin Area is easy to reach. 
Broad ribbons of concrete carry auto 
and truck traffic into and near the 
community from north, south, east, and 
west. Long one of the region’s primary 
links between Chicago and the 
northwest, U.S. Highway 20 bisects 
downtown Elgin. Today this major 
artery shares the traffic flow with the 
modern Illinois Tollway system, part of 
the nation’s Interstate Highway 
network just north of the city. Thus, the 
area’s surface transportation needs 
between Chicago and northwestern 
Illinois cities are amply met. Two other 
State Highways, Routes 19 and 58, also 
provide direct access from metropolitan 
Chicago. In the north-south direction, 
State Routes 25 and 31 follow nearly 
parallel courses but on different sides of 
the Fox River Valley. 


Elgin is justly proud of its city bus 
system, one of the few operating in 
Illinois cities of this size. For inter-city 
bus travel, good schedules are provided 
by Greyhound Lines. The city is also 
served by nearly 90 motor freight 
carriers and four local truck line 
terminals. 


Railroad commuter service on a near- 
hourly basis is provided by the 
Milwaukee Road between Elgin and 
Chicago, with numerous intermediate 
suburban stops. This rail mainline also 
provides the community with freight 
service. Both the Elgin, Joliet and 
Eastern and Chicago and North 
Western Railroads offer freight 
connections between Elgin and nearby 
terminals. 


Just north of the city is the Elgin 
Airport, having a State Classification as 
a Class 1 airfield. There are three paved 
runways, the longest of which is 3,000 
feet. The airport facilities are basically 
devoted to the housing and maintenance 
of private and corporate aircraft 
although shuttle service is provided to 
major airports and other locales. Barely 
a half-hour’s drive down the Tollway is 
Chicago’s famed O’Hare International 
Airport, generally considered the 
world’s busiest. 


ABOVE: RESTFUL WALTON ISLAND, ON FOX RIVER 
IN SHADOW OF DOWNTOWN 


BELOW AND AT RIGHT: CLOSE TO NATURE'S GIFTS 
pera te 


ABUNDANT RESOURCES 


A major river, varied topography, and a 
changing climate are considered among 
the many natural assets of the Elgin 
area. The surrounding terrain is typified 
by gently rolling, quickly drained and 
extremely fertile partly wooded lands. 
Much of Kane County is still agricul- 
tural and possesses a large number of 
producing farms. Forested areas have 
been preserved and include heavily 
wooded lands just north of the city, 
along the Fox River. The Max McGraw 
Wildlife Foundation has 1,400 acres 
which include a variety of habitat, 
ranging from Fox River lowlands to 
oak-hickory woodlands and fertile 
farmlands. There are some 30 small 
lakes and ponds on the property and the 
area is a sanctuary for many forms of 
wildlife. Tours of the area and 
educational programs related to wildlife 
preservation are offered by the 
Foundation. 


Though not a truly navigable waterway 
except between dams, the Fox River 
does offer some opportunity for aquatic 
recreation other than related to its 
purely aesthetic attributes. Verdant 
shoreline along the river poses 
exhilarating promontories and steep 
ravines. There are spots along the 
**Valley’’ close to Elgin that support 
varied activity for the outdoorsman 
including hunting, hiking, and skiing. 
In several areas where gravel was once 
mined, there are now quarries, given 
over to recreational uses. 


Even the area’s distinct four-season 
climate can be considered an advantage. 
Summer is warm but perfectly balanced 
between an invigorating spring and 
colorful fall. Winter snows bring a 
variety of outdoor activity. 


Large land tracts within the City of 
Elgin have provided residents with a 
most unusual system of parks, complete 
with hiking trails, ponds, creeks, and 
wooded areas. 


By its very location, Elgin is like a 
gateway on the Fox River, funneling 
people, goods, and services between 
Chicagoland and the rest of northern 
Illinois. The city is located at the heart 
of a tier of six counties that produce 
slightly more than 5% of America’s 
gross national product. Elgin is less than 
an hour’s drive from a major seaway 
port, the world’s busiest airport, the 
nation’s second largest city, America’s 
rail freight hub, and the Midwest’s 
trucking center. At the focal point of the 
nation’s industrial and agricultural 
heartland, the community is but a day’s 
delivery time from all of the Midwest’s 
key markets. 
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SPLENDID HOMES 


One of Elgin’s greatest assets is its 
attractive, comfortable, and tranquil 
neighborhoods. The traditional charm 
of the older regions is preserved even 
though new housing is very much a part 
of the city’s blueprint for the future. 
More than 75% of the city’s homes are 
owner-occupied. Even the oldest homes 
in Elgin reflect a pride of ownership in 
most instances and are meticulously 
cared for. Property values here are well 
maintained and when considered in the 
light of the community’s economic 
stability, homeowners can rest assured 
that their dwelling investment is solid. 


Contributing largely to the fine 
appearance of the area’s residential 
community is the fact that many homes 
take advantage of the rolling terrain and 
wooded hills. A great variety of 
intriguing homesites is available in 
numerous locations. Even in areas 
having less prominent topographic 
features, one can expect to find quiet 
avenues, under tall stately trees, lined 
with a range of home styles. 


Bright, new developments ring the city, 
yet there remains a homogeneity of 
architectural design that blends the new 
with new and in some cases the old. 
Thus Elgin tends to retain a basically 
harmonious residential profile that 
gives the city much of its personality. 


Apartment units are appearing in ever- 
increasing numbers to meet a growing 
demand. Most are quite new and range 
from elegant town houses replete with 
patios, balconies, or tenant recreational 
features all the way to handsome 


low-income high-rises with panoramic 
views. The latter form of construction is 
available to the elderly and for those 
seeking a quiet home in retirement, 
there are subdivisions of very modest 
homes and a beautifully landscaped 
mobile-home community. 


Elgin is a city well suited for family 
living. Its neighborhoods are dotted 
with fine schools and shopping clusters. 
Parks are so situated that there is close 
proximity from practically all the city’s 
homes. Newcomers will find a lot of 
home and living for their investment 
here. 


ELGIN HIGH SCHOOL 


Teamwork produces wonders in School 
District U46 where the Board of 
Education, administration, staff, 
parents and other citizens are working 
together to provide the best education 
possible for each and every child in the 
district. In providing a sound and far- 
sighted education system, U46 has 
turned to the many new advancements 
in teaching which enrich and enhance a 
modern school program. 


The district offers parents and other 
citizens opportunities at all times to take 
an active role in district and school 
affairs; the doors are always open in 
U46. The District offers a full and wide 
range of curriculum programs which are 
constantly being scrutinized to maintain 
their high quality. Teachers are backed 
by a range of special services including 
teacher consultants in art, music and 
physical education. Staff members are 
provided with a multitude of inservice 
education programs. 


A program of guidance services and 
consultants available in all fields — 
from special education to health services 
— focuses the district’s efforts on the 
individual child and his individual 
differences. 


School District U46, the third largest 
district in Illinois, encompasses six 
communities in an 86-square mile area 
to include Elgin and five nearby 
communities. Its student body of nearly 
26,000 is served by 31 elementary 
schools, seven junior high schools, two 
senior high schools, a stadium, an 
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observatory and planetarium, an 
administrative complex and other units. 


In providing a sound and far-sighted 
educational system, Elgin has turned to 
the many new advancements in teaching 
which enrich and enhance a modern 
school program. These facilities include 
modern laboratories, a broad summer 
school program, learning resource 
centers and centers for learning 
disabilities and for non-English 
speaking children. 


For those with special problems, Child 
Study provides classes for learning 
disabilities, trainable and educable 
mentally handicapped, hearing and 
vision difficulties, speech correction and 
counseling for socially maladjusted. 


Elementary schools in the district are 
using new methods of instruction and 
classroom organization including the 
traditional, team teaching, individual 
progression, multi-age grouping and 
others, all directed toward developing 
the independent learner. The junior high 
schools are exploring different 
approaches toward more flexibility and 
individuality in student scheduling. The 
high schools use special planning in 
scheduling classes which range from 
courses for the college bound to a vast 
range of vocational technical education 
instruction and work study programs. 
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OLD MAIN 


PRIVATE SCHOOLS 


Just four years after James T. Gifford 
built the first log cabin in what is now 
Elgin, the Elgin Academy was chartered 
as a non-denominational and 
co-educational college preparatory 
school. Accredited by the North Central 
Association and other accrediting 
bodies, this is now the oldest 
incorporated preparatory school west of 
the Allegheny Mountains, The 
Academy is available to day or boarding 
students, with two dormitories housing 
those in residence. 


There are sixteen school buildings and 
faculty homes on the eighteen acre 
campus located on Elgin’s highest hill 
amid a residential section. The Margaret 
Peck Edwards Learning Center serves as 
the main academic building, housing the 
library, classrooms, laboratories, and 
administrative offices. The Laura 
Davidson Sears Art Gallery is a unique 
feature of the campus and is the center 
of the Academy’s fine arts program. 
Athletic facilities include Davidson 
Gymnasium and Swimming Pool, 
athletic fields, a quarter-mile running 
track and tennis courts. 


Old Main, the original campus building, 
is currently being restored as a project 
of the Elgin Bicentennial Commission, 
the community, and the Academy for 
future use as a historical museum. This 
program has received a great deal of 
citizen support at every level, inclusive 
of a grass roots ‘‘Bucks for Bricks’ 
highly successful fund drive. 


The growth and development of the 
individual student is the prime concern 
of the Elgin Academy’s academic 
program. The curriculum is traditional 
with strong emphasis on fundamental 
skills. Classes average 12 to 13 students 
with an overall teacher-student ratio of 
8 to 1, thus assuring a highly 
personalized learning environment. 


The Middle School curriculum includes 
English, Mathematics, Science, Social 
Studies, Fine Arts, and Physical 
Education. Language study may be 
initiated at the seventh grade level. 


The Academy takes great pride in the 
quality of its teaching faculty. Of the 
eighteen faculty members, nine hold 
Masters Degrees and one the Doctorate. 


Providing a home and school for boys 
and girls of grade school age who 
temporarily lack adequate home 
surroundings, the Chicago Junior 
School has a history dating back to 
1913. 


Today the wooded, rustic 60-acre site of 
Chicago Junior School has seven major 
buildings. There are 100 full-time grade 
school children, and the institution 
continues to grow and meet the special 
needs of the students. While enrollees 
are normally from homes which have 
only one parent, great attention is paid 
to the child who needs greater 
environmental control, scholastic 
encouragement, improved social 
outlook and the benefits of an active 
physical education program. Due to the 
effectiveness of fund raising activities, 
two-thirds of the children receive 
scholarship aid. 


The school surrounds each child with 
competent full-time teachers. Classes 
are limited in size. The school conforms 
to the teachings of Christian Science. 
All children receive individual attention 
in the classroom. Devoted, interested 
house-parents provide a homelike 
atmosphere that helps each boy and girl 
recognize his or her fine individual 
identity — which must then be 
developed, lived up to and honored. 


Under the close supervision of an 
outstanding staff, they learn the new 
math forms, advanced reading 
techniques and art and music 
appreciation. They learn to swim, 
dance, and enjoy the many benefits of a 
campus which includes 60 acres of 
woods, fields and streams. 


Six parochial elementary schools and 
one high school also serve Elgin. 


The Catholic school system includes 
seven grade schools, four of them in 
Elgin and three others in nearby 
communities. St. Edward Catholic high 
school, also located in Elgin, has an 
enrollment of 600 students and a 
one-to-16 teacher-student ratio. This 
coeducational school offers Spanish, 
French, and Latin. Athletics, music, 
art, and a strong science program are 
just a few of the school’s excellent 
features. Almost all subjects are tracked 
according to the ability of the individual 
student. This assures the student who 
has difficulty with a course that he will 
receive the individual attention and 
necessary background to help him with 
the subject matter. At the same time an 
honors level class will provide the faster 
student with more depth and enrichment 
than he would receive in a regular level 
course. Nearly 90 percent of the 
school’s graduates continue on to 
college. 


Two fine Lutheran grade schools serve 

more than 400 students in grades 

kindergarten through eight. In addition 

to a thorough academic program, 

courses include home economics, 

industrial arts, band, choir, and 

athletics. 13 
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The First National Bank of Elgin, located on Fountain Square staffed, totally qualified to handle any financial service within 


Plaza, is one of the oldest businesses in Elgin. It is the largest its marketing area. The Bank’s Auto Bank facility, located at 
bank in Kane County. Now in its 112th year, First National has Dexter and Douglas Avenues, Elgin, is one of the many 
deposits in excess of $120,000,000. It is fully equipped and convenient services offered to First National customers. 


AT LEFT: Home Federal Savings, now the 
largest financial institution in the Fox River 
Valley, has just completed its first new 
building in 50 years. In fact, Home Federal 
has two new buildings, one at 16 North Spring 
Street, and the walk up ‘‘Seven Days Savings 
Center’’ on Fountain Square Plaza. This is 
headquarters for Home Federal’s branch 
network which serves Elgin, St. Charles, 
Crystal Lake, DeKalb and Roselle. It also 
represents the largest single expansion 
program in downtown Elgin in recent years. 
Elgin is the ‘‘City that Works’’ and Home 
Federal’s expansion is certainly proof of that! 


BELOW: This is the main corporate office of Elgin Federal, 
completed in September of 1974. Elgin Federal now has four 
offices; one located in downtown Elgin at Spring and Chicago; 
another in the Gromer Supermarket; and a branch located in 


Dundee. Elgin Federal was founded in 1924, known as the BELOW: The Larkin Bank is Elgin’s only West-side bank. 
Dundee Loan and Homestead Association, and was converted to Organized in 1970 by local business and professional men, the 
a federal in 1936 known as Dundee Federal Savings and Loan Larkin is a community-owned facility with more stockholders 
Association. In 1946 it moved to Elgin as the Elgin Federal than any other area bank. A member of F.D.I.C., the Larkin 
Savings and Loan Association. Total assets presently exceed offers complete banking services. Its present assets total 16.5 


$83,000,000. million dollars. 


FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
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THE ELGIN NATIONAL BANK/ELGIN STATE BANK 
Members of the Elgin Banking Group 


‘*Where your business rates first class lending, 
trust, operational and advisory services.’’ 


AT RIGHT: Union National Bank and 
Trust Company of Elgin was founded in 
1904. From its early years to the present, 
the bank and its employees have made 
service to Elgin and vicinity a top 
priority. Union National Bank and Trust 
Company of Elgin was first in the area 
with Drive-Up windows for added 
customer convenience; first to add an 
installment lending department, formed 
in 1941; first to pay interest on savings 
accounts after World War II; and the first 
to have extended banking hours. 


AT RIGHT: First Federal Savings and 
Loan Association of Elgin originally 
opened its doors for business in 
September, 1925. In 1960 it moved into 
its present home at 28 N. Grove Avenue. 
Today the assets of the 51 year old 
association exceed 96 million dollars. The 
Association offers a wide range of 
savings and certificate of deposit 
accounts, and its loan portfolio includes 
home mortgage loans, home 
improvement loans and educational 
loans. First Federal Savings has two full 
service branch offices located at 1690 
Larkin Avenue, Elgin and 251 S. State 
Street, Hampshire. 
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DYNAMIC INDUSTRY 


Aside from such key physical attributes 
as location and transportation access, 
Elgin has other highly significant 
industrial ingredients that are making 
the city a growing center of 
productivity. First, Elgin draws from a 
sizable pool of skilled and semi-skilled, 
highly intelligent people for its work 
force. Median years of schooling 
exceeds 12 for the area’s present 
population. Within a radius of 15 miles, 
it is estimated that the population will 
soon climb to near 400,000. Local 
workers have demonstrated a loyal 
nature and a strong adherence to 
accepted principles of the work ethic. 


Secondly, this region is provided 
necessary utilities by firms having some 
of the nation’s greatest resources. For 
example, the Northern Illinois Gas 
Company is the fifth largest supplier of 
natural gas in America. Commonwealth 
Edison’s 14-million kilowatt system, 
including several nuclear generating 
plants, furnishes virtually unlimited 
electrical power. Water for the city is 
taken from deep artesian wells, treated 
and softened for delivery through a 
system capable of pumping more than 
14.5 million gallons daily. Reserve 
storage capability exceeds 9 million 
gallons. The Elgin Sanitary District is 
currently adding 8.4 MGD capacity to 
meet future needs. 


BANKAMERICARD 


Third, Elgin is blessed with space and 
there are industrial lands available. 
There are nearly 800 acres of industrial 
land in eight convenient sites. These 
constitute well-planned, properly zoned 
areas with varied transportation links. 
Tax rates are reasonable and 
conservative and governing bodies are 
progressive. 


Companies like McGraw-Edison, CR 
Industries, Safety-Kleen, Bank 
Americard, Elgin Macor, Elgin 
Sweeper, Illinois Tool Works, Lee 
Ward, Katy Industries, and David C. 
Cook Publishing call this home. Other 
major firms with plants here are 
Woodruff & Edwards, Elgin Machine 
Works, Allied Electronics, Rinn 
Corporation, Sherwin-Williams, The 
Brethren Press, Hoffer Plastics Corp., 


LIGHTOLIER 


Elgin Corrugated Box Co., C.A. Head 
Company, Standard Packaging Corp., 
Elgin Paper Co., Marison Company, 
Elgin Metal Casket, and Fox Valley 
Manufacturing. Also in the area are such 
well known firms as Haeger Potteries, 
Flexonics Corp., and Hills-McCanna. 
An important asset to the Elgin 
economy is the extreme diversity of 
local industry. Products range from 
Sunday School books to auto engine 
parts, including appliances and 
electrical components, precision instru- 
ments, toys, street sweepers, industrial 
sewing machines, brass tubing, boxes 
and cartons, synthetic rubber parts, 
injection molds, plastic containers, 
tools, grinders, flexible metal hose, 
metal furniture, industrial diamond 
products, castings, screw machine 
products, and at least a hundred more. 


DYNAMIC INDUSTRY 
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ABOVE: Katy Industries 


AT LEFT: Hoffer Plastics Corp. 


BELOW: Illinois Tool Works 


Dramatic changes in Elgin’s urban landscape have been focused on the 
city’s central business district in recent years. The most prominent has 
been the development of Fountain Square Plaza Mall, a portion of which 
is pictured above. Downtown Elgin currently blends a variety of facilities 
inclusive of the Mall, broad shop-lined avenues, park-like settings, an 
expansive Civic Center, and a host of convenient retail clusters grouped on 
the criss-cross of the central city’s streets. 


Looked to by scores of smaller 
communities throughout the ‘‘Valley’’ 
for shopping and banking, Elgin has 
grown tremendously as a vital 
commercial hub. Its more than 600 
retail and service outlets meet every 
conceivable consumer need. Aggressive, 
attentive merchants, unexcelled 
financial facilities, and a concentration 
of professional people in the city have 
combined to retain customers in Elgin 
and attract thousands of others from 
ever-increasing distances. 


While Elgin has a number of fine 


outlying shopping centers and many 
neighborhood store clusters, its central 
business area downtown remains as a 
magnet to the community. This is even 
more in evidence today as the city works 
to put the final touches on its grand, 
new downtown mall to be known as 
Fountain Square Plaza. This will 
include a network of pedestrian 
esplanades, outlined in attractive 
planting to include both greenery and 
floral settings. Dotted with decorative 
trees and headed by a tiered fountain, 
the central city is taking on a bright, 
new look. 


ABOVE: TOWN & COUNTRY SHOPPING CENTER 


BELOW: ELGIN PLAZA 


Downtown redevelopment had already 
been in progress, in stages, for a number 
of years and the central business district 
had already undergone a revitalization 
characterized by the construction of the 
Civic Center, addition of multi-level 
riverside off-street parking facilities, 
inclusion of park-like settings, and 
refurbished store facades. 


Each year, as more Chicagoland 
suburbanites choose to live in the Elgin 
Area, they bring higher-than-average 
personal incomes and education into the 
community with a resultant contributive 
effect on the local economy and well 
being. 


Business area improvements in downtown 
Elgin have aided commercial growth by 
virtue of increased ease of traffic flow and 
general accessibility. The Riverside Drive 
completion, coupled with its parking deck 
and nearby surface parking, are exemplary 
features. 


Elgin has great pride in its many 
financial institutions because they have 
helped to motivate community growth. 
Within the city are three national banks, 
two state banks, and three federal 
savings and loan associations, besides 
several independently-operated credit 
unions. 


A steady climb in Elgin’s economy has 
been apparent and looking toward the 
promising tomorrows ahead, there is 
every reason to expect a continuation of 
this trend. 
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FOUNTAIN SQUARE PLAZA, NEW DOWNTOWN MALL 


SPIRITUALLY AWARE 


Elgin’s citizens are largely churchgoers 
and in the spirit of community there is 
constructive interchange of ideas 
between congregations. Several 
parochial schools and the presence of a 
4-year college with a Northern Baptist 
affiliation suggest a higher-than- aver- 
age awareness of the religious aspects of 
life. Frequent exchanges between the 
city’s churches and synagogue reflect 
the ecumenical spirit of the citizenry. 


Virtually every major denomination is 
represented by Elgin’s 58 houses of 
worship. Besides their strictly religious 
functions, these are also family social 
centers for their members and as such 
play an active role in the civic and 
cultural life of the community. 


Strikingly beautiful and ornate edifices 
characterize many of the city’s churches 
and even the newer, more modern 
construction continues to inspire a 
feeling of reverence. 


The churches of the community extend a 
warm welcome to all. A directory of 
houses of worship is available from the 
Elgin area Chamber of Commerce. 


ELGIN CITY HALL 
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PROGRESSIVE GOVERNMENT 


Perhaps the proudest achievement in 
Elgin’s recent history has been the 
creation and construction of a superb, 
new Civic Center complex on more than 
25 acres of land which was cleared in the 
downtown area. This spectacular 
development today includes Elgin’s City 
Hall, the District Court Building, a 
Civic Auditorium, the Post Office, the 
Library, and 700 off-street parking 
spaces in addition to grassy lawn, 
walkways, and park-like riverfront 
settings. 


Elgin has a progressive, stable Council- 
Manager form of government. There is 
a Mayor and six Councilmen, elected at 
large, and a professional City Manager. 


For a number of years, Planning has 
become an important part of the 
development process in Elgin. 
Coordinated growth has been achieved 
through an active planning effort in 
every section of Elgin, old as well as 
new, and in every phase of develop- 
ment, from industrial activity to the 
provision of open space. 


As an employer, Elgin has a growing 
economic base with several strategically 
placed industrial districts. These areas 
have been developed in a park-like 
setting with ample buffer zones to 
separate them from residential 
development. While ideal for light 
industry, these industrial parks are also 
suitable for office-type development. 
This flexibility has been encouraged 
since employment trends have projected 
significant growth in the service 
industries sector of Elgin. 


To accommodate the expected growth in 
the employment sector, quality 
residential development has been 
encouraged at a rate compatible with 
the growth of industry. In an otherwise 
depressed market nationally, residential 
construction starts have increased 
substantially over the past few years. 
New construction is not the only 
concern with regard to housing in Elgin. 
Utilizing funds made available by the 
Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1974, the city has proposed a 
program which would offer low-cost 
loans to homeowners for the rehabilita- 
tion of homes in declining 
neighborhoods. It is anticipated that 


this program will have a stabilizing 
effect on these areas. 


Besides housing activities, this federal 
grant provides funds for other projects, 
such as the acquisition of open space. 
The city is currently attempting to 
acquire a significant amount of land 
with river frontage in order to create a 
linear park system along the Fox River. 
In addition, acquisitions have been 
made, and still more are proposed, for 
neighborhood park sites in older 
sections of the city which need new 
recreational facilities. 


Besides the handling of federal grants 
and other, more traditional 


development activities, the city has also 
been involved in the redevelopment of 
the downtown retail center, as well as 
the central business district as a whole. 
In order to facilitate pedestrian 
movement downtown and to make it a 
more desirable shopping area, a mall 
has been created by closing off several 
streets. This creates greater accessibility 
for shoppers who may park at any one 
of several adjacent city parking lots, 
including a two-story parking structure 
recently constructed along the river. 


Several studies currently underway, 
including a downtown traffic and 
parking survey and an airport study, 
will aid city officials in determining the 
direction of future growth and still more 
planning activity. 


Public safety is in good hands within 
Elgin. The city has a police department 
with a force of 82 officers and 19 patrol 


vehicles. Fire protection is provided by 
70 men and 11 major pieces of 
equipment in the five city fire stations. 
The state police have headquarters in 
Elgin with a force of 120 officers and 11 
radio operators serving a five county 
area. 


One of the nation’s best small-city 
municipal bus companies operates 
throughout Elgin. Clean, modern 
equipment and capable, courteous 
drivers characterize this highly efficient 
service. 


Refuse collection is a city function in 
Elgin with weekly pickups on a fixed 
schedule throughout the community. 


Indeed Elgin’s city government has been 
forward looking, preparing for the 
future in a deliberate manner designed 
to control orderly growth for a better 
place to live. 


HEMMENS ART EXHIBIT HEMMENS AUDITORIUM 


AT FLOWER SHOW SPONSORED BY 
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Exciting things have been happening 
with the advent of the new Hemmens’ 
Memorial Building in Elgin. This 
exceptionally fine auditorium, part of 
the Civic Center complex, has greatly 
expanded the world of culture for local 
residents. The facility is a masterpiece 
of modern design to begin with but 
more important is the impressive array 
of events that have filled its halls since 
inception. Among its visitors have been 
Victor Borge, Ferranti & Teicher, 
Mahalia Jackson, Arthur Fiedler, the 
National Symphony, the Chicago 
Ballet, the Washington National Ballet. 


Hemmens’ has played host to rock 
concerts, circuses, stage plays, musicals, 
conventions, an industrial show, dog 
shows, bridge tournaments, auctions, 
banquets, and art displays. The main 
auditorium has 1,205 permanent 
upholstered continental seats, all of 
which present an unobstructed view of 
the massive stage and orchestra pit. 
Lighting, acoustics, and supporting 
equipment represent the latest concepts. 


Organizations like the Fox River Valley 
Music Association have made excellent 
use of the Hemmens’ facilities. This 
group sponsors a wide variety of 
excellent concerts and is in its 36th 
season locally. Big-name stars are 
always on their annual schedule. 
Included have been Van Cliburn, 
Anastasios Vrenios, Fred Waring, 
Roberta Peters, and Freddy Martin. 


The Elgin Community College 
frequently presents musical programs to 
the community, including outstanding 
performances by the Elgin Symphony 
Orchestra with guest stars like Peter 
Nero at the piano. Again, Hemmens’ is 


the site. Other performances at the 
auditorium include a travel film series 
by the College Women’s Club and an 
Audubon Wildlife Film Series by the 
schools in conjunction with the Elgin 
Rotary Club. The Elgin Choral Union 
also appears here. Art exhibitions are 
held in the Hemmens’ Lobby Area each 
year and are very well attended. 


Aside from the strictly cultural, Elgin 
and its neighboring communities offer 
many additional forms of entertain- 
ment. Lee Ward’s is America’s largest 
supplier of art, needle work and 
decorative hobby craft kits. Free craft 
demonstrations are available, as well as 
guided tours of the store and factory in 
Elgin. Santa’s Village, a year-round 
family fun center located three miles 
north of Elgin, features thrill rides, 
farm animals, a dining area, wooded 
picnic areas, and the Polar Dome for 
indoor ice-skating events. It’s great 
entertainment for the children. The 
world’s largest art potteries factory 
provides free guided tours of the 


HIAWATHA PAGEANT 
interesting ceramic process facilities 
Mondays through Fridays. Located ten 
minutes from Elgin, Haeger Potteries 
has display rooms open for purchase of 
the various designs. A colorful and 
authentic event called the Hiawatha 
Pageant is held annually during the 
month of June at Camp Big Timber, the 
Fox River Valley Council Boy Scout 
Camp approximately three miles 
northwest of Elgin. It has won national 
recognition, attracting visitors from all 
parts of the country. For those who 
enjoy a bit of winetasting, the 
Brookside Winery just north of Elgin is 
an entertaining spot to visit. It’s a wine 
sampler’s delight. 


Important to the many readers and 
book browsers of the community is the 
greatly expanded Gail Borden Library, 
now housed in the new Civic Center. It 
contains a well-balanced collection of 
volumes covering a broad variety of 
subjects. Also it provides a wide 
selection of periodicals, informational 
booklets and pamphlets. There are a 
total of 118,538 volumes in the library. 


NIGHT SKIING AT VILLA OLIVIA 
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PLAYGROU DS ARE NUMEROUS A COOL DIP AT LORDS PARK 


FOR LEISURE 


Few communities in America possess as 
much park acreage per capita as does 
Elgin. There are 445 acres of open space 
within the city and this is divided 
between 33 individual park or play- 
ground sites. Largest of all is Lord’s 
Park with its 111 acres, inclusive of a 
colorful pavilion overlooking a 
shimmering pond populated by 
waterfowl. This facility also has a 
swimming pool, tennis courts, and Kane 
County’s largest Museum of Natural 
History. Here too is the Children’s 
Farm Zoo with its little red barn and 
doll house. Over at Wing Park, the 
city’s second largest, there is another 
very large recently renovated pool with 
deep diving wells, speed swimming 
lanes, a games section, slides into the 
water, and wading areas. A 9-hole golf 
course is located in Wing Park and there 
are tennis facilities here as well. At 
College Park, third in size among the 
city’s parks, there’s an 18-hole golf 
course known as Spartan Meadows. 
Trout Park is the site of the Elgin 
Botanical Garden with its many nature 
trails. 


Picnic areas dot the parks and there are 
ball fields which see action from more 
than 100 organized softball teams in the 
city. Music under the stars is featured 
periodically at the Wing Park Band 
Shell. Organized activities and lessons in 
a wide range of sports comprise 
all-season recreational programs. 


In addition to the city park golfing 
facilities, there are both public and 
private links nearby. In all, there are six 
conveniently located golf courses, 
including elegant country clubs, within 
just a few miles from Elgin. 


The city is a center for bowling 
tournaments during the season and has 
many fine facilities. For moviegoers, 
there are two modern downtown motion 
picture theatres with a combined seating 
capacity of 2,300. An outdoor theatre is 
just minutes away, southeast of Elgin. 


Both the YMCA and YWCA offer year- 
round activities to their many members. 
Included are such athletic endeavors as 
swimming, volleyball, handball, 
basketball, and weightlifting. Each 
organization sponsors groups such as 
the Newcomers Club and Senior- 
Citizens Club. 


Close to Elgin are a number of well- 
known recreational areas. Skiing at 
Villa Olivia and Buffalo Park or hiking 
through the forest preserve just north of 


Elgin are popular activities. The famed 
Illinois Chain-O-Lakes region is less 
than an hour away, forming the 
headwaters of the Fox River. This is a 
renowned boating and fishing area. 
Wisconsin’s beautiful Lake Geneva is 
but a short drive further north, about 40 
miles from Elgin. 


A stroll across the arched foot bridge to 
Walton Island in the Fox River brings 
visitors to an awareness of what Elgin 
may be about. All at once there is a view 
over silent streams toward the busy 
downtown skyline, framed by the 
magnificence of the riverside Civic 
Center complex. In the opposite 
direction, is a panorama of bustling. 
industry and the roar of white water 
spilling over the nearby dam, a favorite 
fishing spot of local anglers. From this 
relatively small island recreational site 
is a cross-sectional view of the city’s 
physical being in the presence of people 
relaxing and having fun in the park. 


WING PARK PO! 


In addition, the surgical department 
performs 8,500 surgical procedures and 
135,000 outpatient treatments. 


Three outstanding hospitals have 
established Elgin as a major medical 
center ministering to patients froma 
broad sector of Northern Illinois. 
Sherman Hospital which has served the 
health needs of the community for 88 
years as a private, not-for-profit 
corporation has 418 beds and 47 
newborn bassinets. There are 16,000 or 
more patients admitted each year and 
1,800 births recorded. The medical staff 
has 174 physicians and 22 dentists. 


Sherman Hospital’s motto, ‘‘Where 
Progress and Health Care Meet,”’ is 
evidenced by facilities and procedures 
usually associated with major 
metropolitan medical centers. Such 
sophisticated programs as open heart 
surgery, mammography, total hip 
replacement, renal dialysis, total heart 
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SHERMAN Hospital} 


diagnostic procedures, are performed 
routinely at Sherman Hospital. 


Owned and operated by an Association 
of Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred 
Hearts, St. Joseph Hospital is a 247-bed 
not-for-profit community facility. The 
Medical/Dental Staff has more than 175 
members and the hospital employs 
nearly 750 full and part-time people. St. 
Joseph Hospital has the community 
Oncology and Radiation Center, the 
cancer treatment facility for the entire 
Fox Valley. 


In addition to general care, this hospital 
has an eight-bed Intensive Care Unit 
which provides constant observation of 
its patients by nursing personnel. An 
Excercise Tolerance Laboratory is also 
located here. Tests conducted in this 
facility can provide important data 
about a patient’s heart under stress. 
There is a School of Radiologic 
Technology at St. Joseph, offering a 
two-year program where students 
receive both academic and on-the-job 
training. 


In April of 1976, St. Joseph opened a 
35-bed short-term care psychiatric 
unit designed to treat the emotionally 
ill patients in crisis. 


SHERMAN HOSPITAL SCENES 


ST. JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL 


On a nearly 800-acre site bordering on 
the Fox River is the Elgin Mental Health 
Center, an institution serving patients 
from a six-county area. Organization- 
ally, it is part of the Illinois Department 
of Mental Health and Developmental 
Disabilities. The patient census 
currently exceeds 840 and more than 
1,800 out-patients are served annually. 
The ratio of in-patients to staff is 
approximately one-to-one with more 
than 80% of the patients being 
voluntary. The Center’s primary service 
to the community is the care and 
treatment of the mentally ill. Programs 
include Children and Adolescents 
Service, Adult Psychiatric Services, 
Medical and Gerontological Service, 
and the Rehabilitation/Education 
Department. The Center’s Medical 
Surgical Building is a modern hospital 
equipped with all medical facilities for 
complete patient treatment. The latter 
houses patient rooms, an Emergency 
Room, Dental Service, Pharmacy, 
Physical Therapy Department, Speech 
and Hearing Department, X-Ray, 
Surgical suites, and Laboratories. In the 
recently constructed Rehabilitation 
Activities Center 300 patient-workers 
learn to become self-supporting through 
the acquisition of job skills in an actual 
business atmosphere. 


Six nursing homes are located in Elgin, 
providing a range of facilities for the 
care of the elderly. 


ELGIN MENTAL HEALTH CENTER 
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IMPORTANT SERVICES 


A host of social service organizations 
function within Elgin, especially in the 
fields of community help. Many fund 
drives are annually oversubscribed 
indicating the public-spirited nature of 
local citizens. 


The United Way of Elgin raises funds 
annually to provide central financing 
for 22 social, health, recreational, and 
charitable agencies. These include the 
Boy Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, Catholic 
Charities, Community Concern for 
Alcoholism, Elgin Rehabilitation 
Center, Centro de Informacian, Elgin 
Day Care Center, Geriatric Day Care, 
Elgin Cardunal Association for the 
Retarded, Fremont Activities Center, 
Girl Scouts, Larkin Home for Children, 
Fox Valley Mental Health Clinic, 
Salvation Army, YMCA, YWCA, 
Youth Emergency Services, Well Child 
Clinic, Visiting Nurse Service, Family 
Service Association and USO. 


The American Red Cross, American 
Cancer Society, National Foundation 
for Infantile Paralysis, National Heart 
Association, Kane County Tuberculosis 
Association, and many other national 
charities maintain headquarters or 
active organizations in Elgin. 


With its own building, the Salvation 
Army has been very active in the 
community. Its religious services are 


attended by more than 10,000 each year. 


The Salvation Army conducts local 
summer camps, youth activities, ladies 
home league, social welfare functions, 
Christmas and gift assistance for the 
needy. Its League of Mercy has as many 
as 170 volunteers. Nearly 500 senior 
citizen meetings have been held ina 
single year, with attendance totaling 
15,000. 


The VIP Friendship Project started in 
Elgin in 1974 and is sponsored by the 
VIP Council of Illinois, Inc., and the 
Daily Courier-News. It is a non-profit 
organization, staffed by volunteers and 
chartered by the State of Illinois, to 
provide economic, educational and 
social benefits for retired persons over 
60. Approximately 6,000 members use 
the VIP card as a means of identifica- 
tion and 45 Elgin area businesses are 


currently giving a 10% or more discount 
on merchandise and services. There is 
no membership fee and the program is 
largely supported by donations from 
businesses and civic organizations. 
Six VIP Chapters in northern Illinois 
have approximately 40,000 members.) 
Information is furnished to members 
through a VIP page, published during 
the last week of each month in The 
Daily Courier-News. 


COURIER-NEWS BUILDING 


Keeping area residents well informed is 
the pleasure of both the city’s 
newspapers and radio stations. All are 
dedicated to the kinds of reporting and 
entertaining that people want and 

enjoy. For more than 100 years, the 
Daily Courier-News has been a welcome 
visitor to the homes of the entire region. 
This excellent newspaper has a circula- 
tion in excess of 40,000 and brings to its 
readers a broad range of local, state, 
national, and international news. 
Another very fine local newspaper, 
distributed weekly, is the Elgin Free 
Press, one of a chain of nine newspapers 
circulated throughout the ‘‘Valley’’ to 
more than 45,000 homes. 


The Elgin Broadcasting Company has 
served the community and area for 


ELGIN BROADCASTING COMPANY FACILITIES 
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WE COMMUNICATE 


more than a quarter-century. WRMN, 
1410 on the AM radio dial, specializes 
in local and regional news, telephone 
talk shows, and top flight 
entertainment. With the largest radio 
news team in suburban Chicagoland, a 
music format called ‘‘The 
Entertainers’’, and featuring today’s 
most popular performers, WRMN is 
number one in total listenership among 
all Kane and DuPage County radio 
stations.It has almost four times the 
average quarter-hour listeners as does 
the second-ranking station in this area. 
Using totally automated and computer- 
ized equipment, WRMN is the first 
installation of its kind in the broadcast 
industry and each year, more thana 
hundred broadcasters visit to ‘‘pick up 
new ideas’’. 


Known as ‘‘The Fox’’, radio station 
WSKL is a full-time station also 
belonging to the Elgin Broadcasting 
Company. At 94.3 on the FM dial, its 
stereo programming reaches out to a 
large audience 24 hours per day, seven 
days per week. Its format, which 
features a carefully selected blend of 
new album releases, jazz, folk and 
country music, is aimed primarily at an 
age group from 19 to 35. The station 
holds the distinction of having the 
number two ranking progressive format 
in the entire six-county Chicagoland 
area. 


Television coverage is available to the 
Elgin area from five Chicago channels, 
with all three major networks 
represented. Local cable TV is also 
available. 
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HIGHER EDUCATION 


Rapidly becoming an educational 
center for the Fox River Valley Area, 
Elgin has two colleges, each with 
extensive new campus facilities. 
Students here don’t have to ‘‘pull up 
roots’’ right after high school. Instead 
they can make a more gradual 
transition by attending Elgin 
Community College, with its two-year 
program, or can remain at home and 
attend Judson College for four years. 


Located on a handsome 100-acre site 
surrounded on three sides by a 
municipal golf course and on the 
fourth by a new industrial park, Elgin 
Community College offers a pleasant, 
spacious campus. A three-story core 
building has an adjoining math-science 
wing and business administration 
wing. Other buildings include the 
North Annex, housing several occupa- 
tional programs, and the 1,200-seat 
gymnasium. Tennis courts and athletic 
fields are adjacent to the gymnasium. 


The Renner Learning Resources Center 
occupies the entire first floor of the 
main building and is open to all ECC 
students and residents of District 509. 
Complete library facilities, an audio- 
visual production area, and a 
listening/viewing area for non-print 
media are included within the center. 


Other features of the campus include a 
domed greenhouse adjacent to the 
math-science wing, open air 
courtyards, lounge areas, lecture halls, 
conference and seminar rooms, and 
modern classrooms and laboratories. 


The goals of this two-year college are 
threefold. Courses are offered in 
liberal arts and sciences for students 
wishing to transfer their credits to a 
four-year college. Vocational, 
technical, and semi-professional 
programs are available for students 
wishing to enter these fields of 
employment. Continuing-education 
courses, for those interested in self- 
development, are provided as well. 


Instructional areas for students 
wishing to continue studies at a 
four-year college include Business, 
Communications and Literature, Fine 
Arts and Humanities, Mathematics, 
Social and Behavioral Sciences, and 
Science. In the realm of Technical 
Vocational studies, major categories of 
courses include Agriculture and 
Applied Biological Occupations; 
Business, Management and Marketing 
Occupations; Health Occupations; 
Human and Public Service 


Occupations; Technical and Industrial 
Oriented Occupations. In all, there are 
more than 80 different specific 
programs within these broad categories 
and more than 800 individual courses 
are offered. 


For those looking for a small college 
offering a big chance for development, 
fully accredited Judson College is a 
fine choice. Students here can enjoy 
the relaxing atmosphere of a 70-acre 
country park, design their own 
curriculum, and share in the life of a 
Christian community. Little more than 
a dozen years old, Judson College 
today boasts 12 buildings and an 
enrollment slightly over 400. 


Judson awards Bachelor of Arts 
degrees in six curriculum divisions: 
communication arts, human 
institutions, human relations, fine arts, 
Christian religion and philosophy, and 
science-mathematics. The college’s 
trimester program allows a student to 
carry three semesters per year and 
graduate in three years or less. Other 
students, wishing to devote more time to 
their studies or to a part-time job, may 
complete their degree requirements in 
the normal four years. 


Some outstanding features of the 
college are the Benjamin P. Browne 
Library, the Grecian Amphitheatre, 
the language laboratory, and the Eyrie 
— a meeting place for the students 
and the faculty. The college retains a 
one-to-14 faculty-student ratio. 


Elgin students also are within 
commuting distance of scores of other 
colleges and universities. Nearby is 
Northern Illinois University at DeKalb; 
and in the Chicago area are colleges, 
universities, and graduate schools 
offering one of the greatest varieties of 
studies than any educational 
concentration in the United States. 


JUDSON COLLEGE DORMITORY 


36 


DINING & ACCOMMODATIONS 


Attracting conventions and drawing 
tourists is largely dependent on 
providing places to stay and facilities 
for pleasant dining. Elgin and its 
environs has plenty of both. There are 
nearby resort facilities, complete with 
accommodations, excellent dining, 
entertainment, cocktail lounges, 
swimming pools, recreational sports 
facilities, and even theatres. Addition- 
ally, there are motels with much of the 
above, inclusive of meeting rooms, and 
a galaxy of fine restaurants dot the 
Elgin area. For the latter, the bill of fare 
covers everything from family menus, 
through fast-food outlets, to the most 
exquisite dining rooms with gourmet 
menus. 


In all, there are seven modern motels in 
the city with a total of nearly 700 units. 
Three of these are located near the 
Illinois Tollway with proximity to the 
Elgin Airport, and with direct access 
from O’Hare International Airport. 


Elgin is not without popular night clubs 
where good entertainment, cocktails, 
dancing, and dinner can be blended in 
an evening of fun and congeniality. 


Nearby country clubs also provide for 
epicurean pleasures, offering a day on 
the fairways followed by dinner fit fora 
king. 
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